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General Situation in Cizre

As IMPR humanitarian we have made another aspect of observation in Şırnak’s district Cizre about 

migrate of Yazidi religious minority which happened after the attacks of ISIS to Shengal. IMPR 

Humanitarian team have continued their work after the report that reveals the situation of refugees 

in Şırnak’s district Silopi. It has been determined that some of Yazidis people gathered in certain 

regions in the case study report about Yazidis refugees who placed in Cizre. In this context, it has 

been identified that Yazidi people placed in empty shops in the Organized Industrial Zone which 

has been prepared previously. IMPR Humanitarian Crisis Team was held a meeting and information 

exchange with Ismail Yanik and Şerafeddin Elçi who is the member of Cizre City Council which 

provide the coordination of Organized Industrial Zone for the Yazidis refuges and after that they 

carried out some observation and interviews in the places where the Yazidis refugees are staying. 

As IMPR Humanitarian we are believe that it is important to share this report with international 

community.
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The number of Yazidi asylum seekers in Cizre

Local authorities and the people of Cizre organized together about the placing of asylum seekers 

into safe areas. It is necessary to note that especially Cizre municipal has a big important role 

about the settlement of asylum seeker. 

• According to the notes which obtained as a result of a meeting with both the local 

coordination units and asylum seekers:

• The number of asylum seekers staying in organized industrial zone: 449

• The number of asylum seekers placed in public house Cizre centre Cudi neighbourhood: 

187

• The number of asylum seekers placed in area that next to the State hospital: 35

• The number of asylum seekers placed in Mem u Zin cultural centre: 75

• Asylum seekers who settled in Cizre, by the date 17/08/2014 Total: 746

• Daily the number of asylum seekers coming to Cizre: between of 100-150

• Projections, the number of asylum seekers are expected to be reached much higher 

numbers within in this month.

Meeting the Needs of Yazidi Refugees in Cizre

The Locations for Yazidi refugees consist of 25 buildings which were prepared in a short time for 

them. Even though these locations were in the form of shop, they were thought as a permanent 

settlement in the first place and played a very important role for the fulfillment of needs. 

An average of 30 people remains in each building. The reception and placing of the Yazidis 

without any international support was extremely important, although the situation was difficult 

for the Yazidi families. The control and coordination of the settling place are taken on by the 

municipality of Cizre and the city council. 

Especially the municipality of Cizre has been showing exemplary dedication to Yazidi refugees 

and trying to give the refugees daily three times meal. In addition it was observed by the IMPR 

Humanitarian Crises Team that the local people collected and gave also financial and food aid to 

Yazidi refugees. The lack of other needs except of food leads to further problems which cannot 

be solved without the support of international community.



Notes from Interviews

Many Yazidi families had to leave some member of their families in Iraq because only people 

with passport were allowed to pass the Turkish border. These kinds of problems increased the 

trauma and drama of Yazidi families. It has been stressed out by Yazidi refugees that there is 

an idea to transporting the Yazidis to a camp in Mardin’s district Midyat who placed in Silopi 

and Cizre firstly. According to the coordinators of the camp in Cizre, the Yazidi refugees were 

transported by buses on 15. August to the camp in Midyat. After arriving in the camp, in which 

Syrian refugees were also placed, the Yazidi families got panic because of fear to be attacked 

by them. After that they were transported back to Cizre where could be safer for the Yazidi 

refugees. 

Asylum-seeker who did not want to give name said that when we realize the Sunni 

Arabian people in Midyat after coming to the camp, in the first step we thought that 

they would bring us to the camp in order to be killed in a mass. We were taken with 

fear and decided to go out from the camp.

We can understand how a big and deep trauma they have after the meetings with the asylum-

seekers. 

For example, a woman who did not want to give name said that my husband and 

children, one 14 and the other 6 years old, had lived in the place of Şengal near 

Turkey before the ISIS attack. She also added that ISIS captured my daughter who is 

14 years old. Then I had to leave my son in the Iraq border region because of the lack 

of passport. These sentences underline institutional vacuum that does not oversee 

the human rights.

Another asylum-seeker who did not want to give name made complain about some issues. One 

of them is related to the reasons that caused the transportation of them to the camp in Midyat 

district.

Other asylum-seeker who did not want to give name informed us that the most of the women 

and children do not want to located in Midyat because of the Sunni Arabian people, therefore 

they went to Cizre Camp.

Asylum-seeker who did not want to give name said to us that we lost all hopes. We walked 

during the six months in order to survive. We are afraid when we hear slightest voice.

“

“



Remark-I: According to the information which we took from official people in 17th August 2014, 

asylum-seekers who live in the out of industrial zone are going to be transported to the industrial 

zone in Cizre.

• Should build a stable camp in a place that is suitable for settlement; such as historical village 

of Yazidi people

• Should give up the policy that includes the transportation to the camp in Midyat of Yazidi.

• Should provide main requirement lists that include food and channel material supports to 

the crisis desks or coordination centers. Along with the clear water and convenience food, 

permanent units should be established.

• UNHCR, ECHO and in the coordination of international aid agencies in the region should be 

provided positive response for human drama

• Social psychologists who know the local language in the fight against with trauma and basic 

needs and also the groups that are make activities in the field of the humanitarian aid should 

be included within improvement efforts.

Remark-II: IMPR Humanitarian Crisis Desk is already ready for providing more coordination to improve 

the conditions. IMPR Humanitarian Department is also eager to share immense information and 

experience within the humanitarian field.
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