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27.3.2015 | Birth Registration in Turkey 

According to the official figures 1.8 million Syrians are registered under the temporary 
protection regime as of the date of 18th March 2015 in Turkey. 20% of this number belongs 
to the children between the ages of 0-4. From 5 years 30 thousand Syrian children were born 
in Turkey. Children born in Turkey might face several problems and the risk of being 
stateless unless they do not have their birth registration or any document regarding to this 
registration.  

Birth registration comes to the fore regarding the access of education and health services’ 
rights. 

Birth registration ensures children from any vulnerable cases of child labor, early marriage, 
trade and illegal registrations by proving their ages.  

Children who do not have birth registration will be treated as adults and might be put on trial 
and penalized. 

Birth registration is an evidence for the protection of the unity of the family. If for any reason 
the child needs to be separated from the family, birth registration ensures holding the family 
together. 

Due to these facts, it is essential for a Syrian family to go to the nearest Birth Registration 
Office and get their newborn babies registered. Provincial and District Directorates of 
Population and Citizenship are in charge of birth registrations in Turkey. 

Since citizenship in Turkey is not country based, a child cannot own Turkish citizenship by 
only being borne in Turkey. Therefore; according to the regulations foreign newborns in 
Turkey are given “Birth Registry Certificate for Foreigners.” This certificate cannot be 
registered to genealogy.  

Procedure and Necessary Documents: 

 Birth certificate from the hospital 

 Guest ID of the mother/father/legal caregiver  

*If the birth has not been realized in a hospital (i.e. at home), verbal confirmation of the 
parents are approved by the Birth Registration Offices.  
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