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We are working in the Şırnak for Ezidi refugees since on November 2014

As it is known towards the end of August around 30,000 Iraqi refugees, predominantly Ezidi refugees 
entered Turkey to seek safety and assistance. They were actually dispersed in different areas of south 
eastern territory such as, Şırnak, Diyarbakır, Batman, Silopi, Cizre, Viranşehir, and Mardin. Since the first day 
of trasmission, IMPR Humanitarian has been supporting displaced Ezidî asylum-seekers through different 
ways. We published 6 reports about the conditions of Ezidi people and with support of UNFPA we’ve also 
distributed more than 4.400 hygiene kits to households and public buildings in Batman, Şırnak and Mardin 
provinces. At the same time we did our special activities in different Ezidi camps.

IMPR Humanitarian has started the implementation of protection, Child Friendly Space, Women Friendly 
Space, Individual Protection, Co Manager of Common Kitchen, food assistances, winterization, hygiene kits, 
water sanitation and hygiene promotion in the Şırnak Ezidi Camp with support of ECHO since November, 
2014. 

According to the first assessments the target to be reached was 4.000 refugees, who were gathered up from 
the aforementioned district, which becomes 656 families in Şırnak Maden Camp. As IMPR Humanitarian 
started the implementation on 1st of November the number of refugees in Maden Camp was so fluctuating. 
From the beginning till today the population has showed some changes between the numbers of 900-2.300. 
As for today the final numbers of the refugees are near 1.000 that is 137 families (M: 478, 52% F: 439, 48%) 
relying on the latest assessments made by IMPR Humanitarian. 

          Target Group             Male Female
Infants and young children (0-59 months) 121   56   65
Children (5-17 years)    318   149   169
Adults (18-59 years)    448   258   190
Elderly (>50 years)       30   15   15
       
           Target Group  Male Female
Infants and young children (0-59 months) 13%   46% 54%
Children (5-17 years)    35%   47% 53%
Adults (18-59 years)    49%   58% 42%
Elderly (>50 years)      3%   50% 50%
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Child Friendly Space

As part of protection IMPR Humanitarian created Child Friendly Space (CFS) in Şırnak Ma-
den Camp. CFS includes activities for children and providing safe and warm places for the 
children to attend. The main purpose of the activities include children’s safety and security, 
children’s psychosocial well-being and learning and community involvement in the protecti-
on of children. Daily, routinely 155 children, who are between 5-13 ages, are attending our 
activities in CFS. IMPR Humanitarian Şırnak Team has been conducting 165 different acti-
vity sessions in CFS since December 2014

Our activities for children in CFS: 

Psychosocial activities: Our main activities are psychosocial activities. We aim to support the 
children and their families to cope with effect of the Iraqi war. These activities mainly provide 
children’s physical, educational, health and social needs. Psychosocial support also helps 
build resilience in children. Poverty, illness, conflict, neglect and abuse can all affect a child’s 
psychosocial wellbeing. Children may experience multiple traumas such as illness and de-
ath of parents, violence and exploitation, stigma and discrimination, isolation and loneliness, 
and lack of adult support and guidance. Those are the reasons of our sensibility towards 
our activities and we give great importance to our support. Before starting to psycho-social 
activities our counselor makes focus group with children and we observe their expectation 
and opinion. After the focus group discussion we re-design psychosocial activity’s subject. 

Art activities: Children need time to create something in their mind with some tools. The aim 
of these activities is to improve their skills and imagination. 

Leisure time and Entertainment activities:  Storytelling, drama, dance, listening music, watch 
the cartoon films and give them a spare time to play outside. Children love these activities 
because they don’t have television in their house and materials to play outside. 
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Handcraft (making masks): The aim of these activities is to improve their handcrafts and to 
release their minds from the effect of the war.

Awareness (prevention in the winter season/ Ex: how to stay warm): Children have a huge 
imagination and their minds are so clear without any bad ideas but they faced many things 
during this conflict. We want to show that there are many good things through these activi-
ties. We teach them their basic rights, basic hygiene rules and other basic issues that they 
will use during their lives.  Our awareness raising sessions focus on basic and most impor-
tant things such as early marriage, stress management, improving communication skills, 
teenage psychology etc. Before we decide to make awareness raising we observe children’s 
condition and according to the result of our observation we choose subjects of awareness 
sessions.

Self expression activities: These activities help children develop his/her basic instincts and 
his/her personalities. For example according to our CFS observation we realized that the 
children don’t respect each other because of some gender issue and disability-based etc. 
When we faced that the risk of discrimination is rising between children, we decided to make 
raising awareness about this subject. During the sessions children made drawing by using 
their feet for to show empathy towards with disabled people. After activity we observed that 
due to sessions their viewpoints changed against their disabled friends. 

Psychosocial drama:  The general aim of a session is to search ideas, and other problems 
using drama-based activities. Its aim is also to express the feelings, develop imagination 
and creativity, and improve self confidence along with social and interpersonal skills.

Play dough: Children love to explore how objects and materials feel and through this activity 
they can do many different objects and materials. These “sensory” experiences help deve-
lop connections in toddlers’ brains and provide opportunities for cognitive, language and 
motor skills to grow.

During the CFS activities we make home visits and talk with parents to understand that CFS 
effect the children in a positive way.
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Women Friendly Space

Within the camp area there is not a lot space for women to spare their time. In order to create a free space 
for them and to make them social we have established a WFS, in which we make psycho-social, life skills, 
awareness raising and protection activities. There are two age groups between the ages of 13 to 60 (13-18 
Age Teenager; 19-59 Age Adult). We have mainly the adolescent group as our attendees and to move the 
effects of war in Iraq, we have settled a tent for women only by negotiating with the Camp Management. IMPR 
Humanitarian Şırnak Team have been conducting 145 different activity sessions in WFS since December 
2014. 

According to our camp observation, we realized that children must be protected by caregivers/parents. 
Therefore our protection officer decided to start make regularly home visit to improve communication between 
family members. Approximately each day our protection officer reaches between 7 and 18 family members. 
On the other hand, estimated %60 of women who lives in Maden Camp had been experienced early marriage 
(before 18 years old). Therefore we made raising awareness which focused impact of early marriages. During 
the sessions beneficiaries watched short-movies related child marriage and also we distributed brochure. 
All in all, as a reason of family condition, most of women can’t attend our WFS, therefore we make outreach 
activities which include raising awareness for them. 
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Distribution of 
Winterization and 
Hygiene Kits

Other part of the IMPR Humanitarian 
responsibility in Şırnak is distribution 
of winterization and hygiene kits. One 
of the harsh conditions in Şırnak is the 
winter conditions for the refugees. As 
mentioned the majority have returned 
to other cities and to Iraq. Therefore; 
the essential need that was observed 
within the camp was to distribute 
winterization and hygiene kits.

IMPR Humanitarian distributed 255 
hygiene kits and 255 winterization 
kits to 137 families who live in Maden 
Camp. The second hygiene kits were 
distributed at the beginning of March, 
2015. During distribution, IMPR 
Humanitarian provided 260 hygiene 
kits to Ezidi asylum-seekers. 

Co Management of Common Kitchen, Food Protection 

IMPR Humanitarian has been supporting the Common Kitchen which was set up in Maden Camp since 

January 2014. Before the implementation of the support to the Common Kitchen, IMPR Humanitarian Food 
Security Officer made food assessment/interview with 189 Ezidi beneficiaries, cooks, camp manager and 
municipality. After we interviewed with cooks, camp manager, doctors and municipality then we created 
two teams to visit Ezidi communities and we asked them what their eating habits are and which problem 
they have for getting certain foods. During our filed interview we found that especially children living in 
particular have the problem of malnutrition. As a result of our assessment the general living conditions 
of the population confound the high rates of malnutrition. After assessment and our observation, IMPR 
Humanitarian has been started to support common kitchen with preparation weekly menu and provided 
foods from markets on January, 2015
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Meals Enough Insufficient Percent

Breakfast + %70
Lunch + %85
Dinner + %80

Adequacy table of meals

On the other hand, after our interview with Doktors Worldwide, Health Organization which has been providing 
health services in Maden Camp, we received name of 41 sick person and some of them have blood pressure 
and diabetes have been living in Maden Camp. IMPR Humanitarian Food Security Officer has concern about 
that issue and created a special meals menu for those people.

IMPR Humanitarian took responsibility of Co Management of Common Kitchen and provides fresh food to 
kitchen and families. Food Security Officer has been showing sensitivity about most important points of Ezidi 
culture and cuisine. For example due to Kheder Ilyas feast, our food protection team asked the kitchen to 
make grain foods; all of the Ezidî became happy with the grain food.

Water Sanitation and Hygiene Promotion 

IMPR Humanitarian also has been providing the cleaning supplies since January 2015 in Maden Camp. After 
we took responsibility of cleaning the 5 different areas which are publicly available toilets, bathrooms and 
washbasins, our team made need assessment and planning. There are 32 toilet cubicles, 43 washbasin, 46 
bathroom in this 5 different area and IMPR Humanitarian has been implementing wash program in 5 different 
area at 3 times in a day. As an impact of IMPR Humanitarian’s wash program at the camp, we observed that 
most of illness which related hygiene has been decreased. When we make interview with Doctors Worldwide 
about the hygiene issue, they emphasized importance of wash program with the following sentences: 

In the camp bathroom and restroom areas usually have higher levels of moisture in the atmosphere 
and on surfaces than the rest of the camp. The most important bathroom and restroom hygiene 
practices are the normal daily habits and practices which prevent spread of organisms which may 
be harmful to, and amongst, those who share and use the facilities.  To keep cleaning bathroom 
and restroom all day that is so important for people, before IMPR Humanitarian everything was 
not pleasant because there was not like right now condition also was not pleasant for health  there 
were not bathroom and restroom cleaning, actually head of camp was trying to get volunteer  to 
cleaning bathroom and restroom but they could not. However, since January IMPR has started 
to hire people for that issue and that still going on. This issue, which is carried out by IMPR 
Humanitarian, is very important on the people health because it is clear to see most of illness has 
gone related of scabies lice Skin pathogens and flu viruses.
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On the other hand, IMPR Humanitarian has been implementing raising awareness sessions which focus 
on health. In this subject, IMPR Humanitarian Şırnak Team are in coordination with Camp Management 
and Health Center. For example, when the Scabies Case found in the camp we started to make raising 
awareness about scabies. We prepared a slideshow and also brochures related to this issue. After that we 
performed how they can protect themselves from scabies. During the raising awareness we performed each 
sessions consisted 20 people, those sessions were to different age groups and genders. 

Special Activities

Ezidî people have 7 religious holidays and we are considering their culture. Therefore IMPR Humanitarian 
also has been implementing special activities which are important in Ezidi culture since the beginning of the 
project. Until now, we have celebrated Hıdır Ilyas Bairam and Christmas with them. During these activities 
approximately 800 people attended. 

As IMPR Humanitarian we believe that if we support empowering of women, we can empower the humanity. 
Therefore some activities were implemented in Şırnak/Maden Camp  by IMPR Humanitarian during the 
International Women’s Day (IWD) On the occasion of the International Women’s Day (IWD), Ezidi women 
made handcrafts and patchwork. During these activities IMPR Humanitarian made photo exhibition which 
includes message for IWD from local communities and Ezidi women. On the other hand, IMPR Humanitarian 
conducted raising awareness campaign which includes pregnancy care, breast cancer, family planning, GBV, 
for local communities and refugees. 

Activity Name Date Num. of 
Beneficiaries

Gender Activity Type Session

Christmas 
Activity

31.1.2014 600 Mixed Psychosocial 2

Kheder Ilyas 19.2.2015 400 Mixed Psychosocial 4
PSS for Disable 

Children
2.2.2015 5+2 Mixed Psychosocial 16

International 
Women’s Day

8.3.2015 600 Mixed Psychosocial 1

First Free 
Shengal 

Tournament

7.3.2015 40 Man Psychosocial 8
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Special Mission and Activities 

IMPR Humanitarian has made home visit at the beginning of the project as part of protection, individual and 
group counseling and activities; received their feedback and rising awareness and share information with 
communities. During the home visits we also used the snowball sampling which a non-probability sampling 
technique for determine the vulnerable people. Due to home visits we determined that there are so many 
disabled children who couldn’t attend our regular activity. Therefore in the beginning of the January we 
decided to start to make special activity for them. Our volunteers facilitated their access bring 5 disabled 
children from their house each day and they make psycho-social activity. However 2 children can’t attend our 
activity due to the lack of wheelchair. For this reason we tried to provide wheelchair for them. Therefore we 
kept in touch with Şırnak municipality and other organizations which can provide wheelchairs while individual 
supporter whom we have contact, provided wheelchairs. Before we found support our protection officer 
provided psycho-social support to these 2 children by making home visits. 
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Referral and Individual Counseling

IMPR Humanitarian has been implementing awareness raising session also making referral and individual 
counseling in Maden Camp. Before started to make referral, our protection officer made mapping for determine 
the service providers. During the mapping, IMPR Humanitarian has visited municipality, hospitals and other 
NGO’s/INGO’s which provide different services in Şırnak. After general assessment, we determined how 
many people need health service, psychological support etc. and we have supported them. 

TOTAL COUNSELLING 7
TOTAL REFFERAL 18
SUCCESS REFFERAL 8
CONTINUE REFFERAL 16
TOTAL REFFERAL TO ACTIVİTIES 189

On the other hand we continued to make group counseling/group protection sessions depends on our camp 
observation.

Getting Rid of  
Scabies

29.12.2014 155 Mixed Awareness 
Raising

5

Child Rights 29.12.2014 155 Mixed Awareness 
Raising

5

Hygiene 5.1.2015 155 Mixed Awareness 
Raising

5

Enviroment 12.1.2015 155 Mixed Awareness 
Raising

5

First Aid 19.1.2015 155 Mixed Awareness 
Raising

5

Respect 2.2.2015 155 Mixed Awareness 
Raising

5

Smoking 9.2.2015 155 Mixed Awareness 
Raising

5

Theater about 
Child Abuse

16.2.2015 155 Mixed Awareness 
Raising

5

Cleaning 23.2.2015 155 Mixed Awareness 
Raising

5

Previous month 
and relaxing 
exercises 

4.2.2015 39 Mixed Awareness 
Raising

3

Stress Mana-
gement

Counselling 2.1.2015 18 Women Group Coun-
selling

1

Teenager 
Psychology

Counselling 5.1.2015 32 Women Group Coun-
selling

1

Rising Com-
munication 
Skills

Counselling 19.1.2015 27 Women Group Coun-
selling

1
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ABOUT IMPR HUMANITARIAN

IMPR Humanitarian is a humanitarian, non-governmental, non-profit organisation founded in 

Turkey that works especially in Turkey, Syria, and KRG. IMPR Humanitarian aims to promote 

human rights and humanitarian assistance with support of the operational projects. 

IMPR Humanitarian fulfils its mandate by providing direct assistance to conflict-affected 

populations. Within this frame, IMPR has partnership and coordination with national and 

international communities to have humanitarian assistance activities in the area where 

displaced communities have been living. IMPR has been carrying the humanitarian 

assistance programs in close collaboration with national and international communities. 

Under its mandate, IMPR Humanitarian focuses on protection, relief, rehabilitation, post-

conflict recovery, capacity-building, humanitarian mine-action, and advocacy. Humanitarian 

imperative, neutrality, impartiality as main principle of IMPR Humanitarian.


